APIC Working Folder Readme Proposal
(This document is to be placed in the APIC folder on TIA TR-8 site http://www.tiaonline.org/standards/committees/committee.cfm?comm=tr-8,and in the individual APIC Task Group folders.)
The APCO Project 25 Interface Committee (APIC) structure includes itself and APIC Task Groups reporting to APIC.  APIC committee and APIC task group documents are contained under the FTP entry in either the Public or Working Folders.  The Public Folders contains meeting agendas and meeting minutes.  The Public Folders also contain documents that have been approved for forwarding to either the Project 25 Steering Committee or to TR-8 through APIC.  The Working Folder is password protected and contains working documents.  Working documents are “Work in Process” documents for committee use only, and are not for distribution or publication outside of the APIC member entities represented and working on the documents.
The APIC chair (or the chair’s designee) manages the folder contents and access to the password protected folders.  If you desire to participate in the APIC process, please contact the appropriate task group chair(s) with your desire to participate and the entity you represent.  APIC and APIC Task Group chair information is listed on the appropriate Meeting Notice and Agenda listed on the TIA TR-8 website http://www.tiaonline.org/standards/committees/committee.cfm?comm=tr-8 
Please review the following important information for participation in the APIC process:
1. Important Notice for Participation

Participation in, or attendance at, any activity of a TIA Formulating Group or any sub-element thereof, constitutes acceptance of and agreement to be bound by all provisions of the TIA Engineering Manual and permission that all communications and statements, oral or written, or other information disclosed or presented, and any translation or derivation thereof, may without compensation, and to the extent such participant or attendee may legally and freely grant such copyright rights, be distributed, published, and posted on TIA’s web site, in whole or in part, on a non-exclusive basis by TIA or TIA’s licensees or assignees, or as TIA directs. Exceptions to the forgoing may be granted or permitted in writing to the Chair of the Formulating Group by TIA’s Senior Vice President, Standards and Special Projects on a case-by-case basis.

2.  TIA/APIC/Steering Committee copyright rules  
APCO/NASTD/FED is the sole developer and formulator of the project 25 Standard, and all decisions with respect to the adoption, content and text of the Project 25 standard shall be finally made by APCO/NASTD/FED. APCO/NASTD/FED shall have exclusive copyright and revision control over the project 25 Standard.

3. TIA/APIC/SC IPR statement

APIC and APIC Task Group meetings include a call for Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) that may be essential to TIA standards, consistent with the call for IPR in TIA Formulating Groups.  Participants in APIC and APIC Task Group meetings are encouraged to disclose known patents, or published pending patent applications related to the document being considered or normatively referenced in the document being developed. Though patent searches and disclosures of particular patents or patent claims are not mandatory at TIA, TIA does encourage early disclosure of known patents and published patent applications and since the output documents from APIC and APIC Task Groups typically will be used by a TIA Formulating Group, it is prudent to make the call for known Intellectual Property Rights during meetings of APIC and APIC Task Groups  to facilitate such “Early Disclosure.”
